
OPINION

Natural resource 
downstreaming needs a 
conducive business climate

Building a comprehensive reproductive 
health education framework

The transformation of Indonesia’s 
economy through downstreaming will 
require a conducive business climate. 
Consequently, the central govern-
ment and regional governments must 
be willing and brave enough to elimi-
nate all factors inhibiting investment, 
within and outside the bureaucracy.

Another focus highlighted by Pres-
ident-elect Prabowo Subianto is the 
domestic business climate. This has 
been widely publicized, as stated on 
two occasions, not long ago. First, he 
mentioned it in the opinion column of 
Newsweek, entitled ”The Road Ahead 
for Indonesia”, in which he stressed 
the importance of improving the do-
mestic business climate to be more 
streamlined and advanced for suc-
cessful national economic develop-
ment. Prabowo also noted that the 
progress of economic development is 
highly dependent on the contribution 
of the business sector, and that prog-
ress will thus be more readily realized 
if the government supports and coop-
erates with the business sector.

“We have a prominent role in 
building a modern and advanced 
economy, by implementing the right 
policies and creating a good business 
climate for developing new and prom-
ising businesses or start-ups,” said 
Prabowo, in the opinion article. He 
also talked about the steps and initia-
tives he proposes, to improve Indone-
sia’s business climate, including en-
hancing the digitalization of public 
services.

Prabowo reiterated his focus on 
improving the domestic business cli-
mate when he inaugurated the “One 
Map Policy Geoportal 2.0” in Jakarta 
in the third week of July 2024. He 
emphasized the need for a conducive 
business climate and governance, so 
Indonesia can develop into an invest-
ment destination. “A state and the 
nation that can give assurance and 
the most efficient and best business 
climate is the one that can obtain in-
vestment. We need the investment, so 
we need a good climate and good gov-
ernance,” said Prabowo.

Prabowo also proposes that im-
proving the business climate is rele-

Providing contraceptives as an im-
plementation of Government Regula-
tion 28/2024 concerning Health Im-
plementat ion Regulat ions is 
considered “promoting free sex” by 
many groups in society. Contraceptive 
provision in this regulation is only a 
small part of understanding the re-
productive health education frame-
work. Passing out contraceptives 
(such as condoms) to students in 
schools does not seem to address the 
substance of reproductive health ed-
ucation.

Reproductive health education is 
basically a conscious effort by the 
government to provide information 
about human reproductive organs 
and systems. In addition, the impor-
tance of understanding human repro-
ductive health, including the dangers 
of risky behavior that increases the 
risks of and vulnerability to sexual-
ly-transmitted diseases, should also 
be communicated. Reproductive 
health education is a “gateway” for 
adolescents to protect themselves 
from harassment and sexual violence.

Introduction and practice of using 
contraceptives is one of the many ac-
tivities of reproductive health educa-
tion that can be provided to teenag-
ers. However, there are many other 

vant to a national economic transfor-
mation agenda. With changing times, 
the Indonesian economy needs 
structural changes to be more pro-
ductive, competitive and able to re-
spond to evolving market needs. Nat-
ural resource diversity is necessary 
in  the global market. In addition to 
oil and natural gas, the global market 
also requires such natural resources 
as gold, silver, manganese, copper, 
coal, iron sand, tin, nickel and baux-
ite ores.

The industrial sector also needs 
non-metallic mineral resources, 
whose end products are used in peo-
ple’s daily lives. For example, phos-
phate for agricultural fertilizers, sul-
fur for the chemical, paper, and 
pharmaceutical industries and ka-
olin for ceramics and paper produc-
tion. In addition, industrial mineral 
resources are in high demand, in-
cluding salt, zeolite and talc, which 
are often used in the food, chemical, 
cosmetic and pharmaceutical indus-
tries.

The global market has sustained 
demand for the variety of food crops 
from Indonesian agricultural and 
plantation sectors. Statistics Indone-
sia (BPS) recorded that the volume of 
agricultural exports as of June 2023 
reached 21.2 million tons – not only 
palm oil, but also natural rubber, co-
coa, coffee, ornamental plants, sea-
weed, algae and porang. Indonesian 
local spices, such as pepper that 
grows in many regions, cloves, cinna-
mon, vanilla, nutmeg, cardamom 
and andaliman, have become an in-
separable part of society in many re-
gions.

These natural resources are high-
ly strategic and precious for the Indo-
nesian people, and can thus improve 
people’s welfare, if managed wisely 
and sustainably. The downstreaming 
of mining natural resources and food 
crops can create jobs and increase 
the productivity of rural communi-
ties, as they become more productive 
in planting and processing resourc-
es.

Increasing productivity and efforts 
to add value to all natural resources 

curriculum materials that can be of-
fered as well in the effort to build a 
comprehensive reproductive health 
education framework.

The Indonesian Family Planning 
Association (PKBI) mentions seven 
important components that can be 
used in comprehensive reproductive 
health education: gender education, 
reproductive health and HIV, sexual 
rights and human rights, satisfac-
tion, violence, diversity, and human 
relations.

In  gender education context, for 
example, it is important to deliver 
these materials to teenagers so they 
understand the differences between 
female and male reproductive organs 
physiologically and biologically. Also, 
gender-related material in reproduc-
tive health education should describe 
the reproductive process experienced 
by women and men in conceiving ba-
bies.

The human reproductive process 
where babies are conceived as poten-
tial new lives must be seen as a part-
nership between men and women.

In understanding the gender 
equality lesson, this process should 
be stressed as a shared responsibility 
of the couple, one that cannot be 
evaded. This means that even though 

will open up numerous new jobs, be-
cause developing a national economy 
requires not only the latest technolo-
gy, but also the role of skilled and 
productive workers at all stages of 
production, quality control and distri-
bution.

The resolution to cease selling nat-
ural resources in the form of raw ma-
terials should be encouraged. Willing-
ness and commitment to process all 
natural resources into finished prod-
ucts must also be encouraged. When 
such determination and willingness 
is evident, governance of all economic 
potential in villages can be trans-
formed, with a downstreaming pro-
gram. Economic transformation and 
downstreaming programs have been 
promoted so often; the program de-
sign has also been created. In a dia-
logue with the Indonesian Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry (Kadin) in 
January 2024, Prabowo expressed 
his determination to realize a down-
streaming program for 21 commodi-
ties, including mineral resources and 
food crops. Prabowo’s economic team 
has even calculated the total funding 
needed for natural resource down-
streaming, which totals some USD 
545 billion.

The downstreaming program inev-
itably requires new investment, both 
local and foreign. In addition to pro-
viding new technology in the produc-
tion sector, the downstreaming pro-
gram will require a variety of imported 
capital goods. Investment for down-
streaming can be realized if the do-
mestic business climate is conducive. 
Everyone should understand that 
conducive investment can be realized 
if the authorities are willing and brave 
enough to eliminate all factors tradi-
tionally inhibiting investment, within 
and outside the bureaucracy.

It is a classical issue that capital 
owners or investors have numerous 
complaints when they start running 
their businesses in Indonesia. The 
main gripes are the complexity and 
uncertainty of regulations, inade-
quate infrastructure, licensing issues 
with unusual requirements, land ac-
quisition that often causes problems 

women will biologically carry out the 
reproductive functions, such as get-
ting pregnant, giving birth and 
breastfeeding, men as partners are 
expected to support women in carry-
ing out their functions, by providing 
quality nutritional intake and ensur-
ing the health of mothers and chil-
dren, including providing a sense of 
security and psychosocial protection. 
This gender equality material can be 
accompanied by other materials, 
such as preparation for starting new 
family life.

Furthermore, in building a com-
prehensive and teenager-friendly re-
productive health education frame-
work, the Government should 
collaborate with various institutions/
agencies, including community orga-
nizations that are concerned with 
related issues. This collaboration and 
cooperation can be conducted with 
the Ministry of Health, Ministry of 
Education and Culture, BKKBN, 
PKBI, other related state agencies 
and civil society organizations that 
are concerned with teenager and 
youth issues. This must be done to-
gether as a form of synergy in improv-
ing the quality of human resources 
and reducing the vulnerability of 
teenagers to risky behavior.

to workforce qualifications, along 
with the inevitable corruption and 
nepotism.

Investors frequently question over-
lapping regulations or investment 
policies between the central govern-
ment and regional governments. In-
vestors who have obtained permits 
from the central government often 
face uncertainty when dealing with 
local governments, because of differ-
ent or contradictory policies. Another 
form of uncertainty is changes in re-
gional policies following a change  of 
leadership, such as the governor or 
regent.

To upgrade the domestic business 
climate, such classical issues should 
be addressed by Prabowo’s economic 
team. The central and regional gov-
ernments must standardize their per-
ceptions about the urgency of invest-
ment, as the role of local governments 
in realizing the downstreaming pro-
grams is quite significant: all natural 
resource potentials are in fact in the 
regions.

As an initial consolidation for the 
continuation of economic develop-
ment, Prabowo should encourage 
standardized perceptions in the Na-
tional Development Planning Confer-
ence (Musrenbangnas) to synchronize 
central and regional government de-
velopment planning. Through a Mus-
renbangnas forum, all regional heads 
are urged to passionately prepare 
natural resource downstreaming pro-
grams, according to the potential of 
their respective regions.

To realize downstreaming, central 
and regional policies must aim in the 
same direction, and investment poli-
cies that overlap between the central 
and the regions must no longer be 
tolerated.
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